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Today we begin our new Christmas Series, “Glorious Christ.” Over 

the next 3 Sundays we are going to be focusing on Jesus as our 

Prophet, Priest, and King. Then on the last Sunday of December, 

Mark Struck is going to bring a message on Jesus as Rabboni, our 

Teacher to lead us into the New Year.  

 

As we move through this Advent season together, I encourage you and 

your family to also utilize the devotional booklet that we have made 

available to you from Desiring God called Good News of Great Joy. 

This is a great opportunity for family devotions in the Christmas 

season. The devotional begins today and goes through Christmas Day.  

 

Intro: So what makes Christmas glorious? With all that we put into 

our Christmas celebrations, it is not our traditions, decorations, food, 

gatherings, or gifts that make Christmas glorious. What makes 

Christmas glorious is the glory that we were made more.  

 

We were made to experience and relish glory—the glory of God. We 

savor His glory in many ways—through sunsets, mountains, rivers and 

snow. Yet the infinitely greatest glory that we were made to be 

captivated with is the glory of Jesus Christ.  

 

This morning we are going to pry open the window of Scripture and 

peer in at the glory of Jesus, who is greater than the prophets.  

 

What I want you to see this morning is that Christmas is glorious 

because Jesus the living Word has come to make men holy.  

 
We begin our Christmas series in Deut 5 just after the giving of the 10 

commandments. We’re going to see this passage as a prelude to the 

Christmas. 

 

A Prelude to Christmas: Deuteronomy 5:22-33 

 

 

Four observations from this event:  
 

1. God speaks out of the glory and greatness of who He is (vs. 22-

24) 

 

2. God’s word and voice reveal His holiness, and our need for a 

mediator. (25-28) 

 

3. God’s word is to be obeyed (vs. 29-33) 

*vs. 29 

4. God’s word leads us to holiness. His word reveals who He is so 

that we might become like Him [Exodus 20:20] 
 

The problem is that Moses could not make them holy! The 

convincing evidence of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy is that though Moses was an outstanding prophet 

and leader, he could not make the people holy. They needed a 

greater mediator.  

 

A Prophet to Come: Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
 

The context of this passage is that Moses is warning the people that 

they must take great care with who they  listen to as they enter into the 

promise land. In verses 9-14 he says, you shall not listen to the voice 

of witchcraft. [9-14] 

*I realize that witchcraft and sorcery have become a popular 

form of entertainment in the media these days. Many Christians 

are entertained by it saying that what they are watching or 

reading isn’t genuine witchcraft, its just fiction, just 

entertainment. Is it any more appropriate to use the same 

argument about pornographic material, that its just 

entertainment and not the real thing? They are not different. 

They are both a celebration of evil that was punishable by 

death in the law. Don’t let yourself be amused, entertained, and 

delighted by that which God hates. (when we read of these 

things in the Bible it is a warning for us to have the fear of 

God. Entertainment with evil does not produce the fear of God 

but rather inoculates us to the fear of God. If you love God 

with all your heart you will not be drawn to that which God 

hates. Take care of your heart.  



 

Vs. 13 gives us the reason: “You shall be blameless before the LORD 

your God.” 

 

How are they going to navigate through life and be blameless? God 

would raise up a prophet who would speak the very word of God to 

them. [vs. 15-19]  

 

There were many prophets of God who came after Moses and spoke 

God’s word to the people, and yet the single prophet promised in Deut 

18 would be superior to them all, including Moses.  

 

It’s important to realize that Moses was unique among the 

prophets.  

• Num 12:6-8: “God said, "Hear now My words: If there is a 

prophet among you, I, the LORD, shall make Myself known to 

him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream. Not so, with 

My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household; With him 

I speak mouth to mouth, Even openly, and not in dark sayings, 

And he beholds the form of the LORD." 
 

• Exodus 33:18: “Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to 

face, just as a man speaks to his friend.” � This was said only of 

Moses! 

 

• Hebrews 3:1-6, the author argues for the superiority of Christ, 

even over Moses, saying: “He has been counted worthy of 

more glory than Moses” because Moses was a servant in the 

Master’s house, but Jesus was the Master’s Son.  

 

So when Moses says that God will raise up another prophet like 

himself (singular), he’s not just talking about someone to fulfill the 

prophetic office, but someone of unprecedented greatness.  

 

It’s no surprise then, that when the people saw Jesus’ miracles and 

heard His teaching, they identified Him as “the prophet” (John 6:14; 

7:40; cf. John 5:46).  

• Both Peter (Acts 3:22-23) and Stephen (Acts 7:37) in 

preaching their defense of Jesus as the Messiah, pointed to 

Deut 18 as fulfilled in Christ.  

 

Certainly Jesus is the One who would ultimately fulfill the prophetic 

ministry promised in Deut 18, and so we would expect that the NT 

would make much of Jesus as the greatest prophet. Yet this is not the 

case. By-in-large, the NT writers steer clear of establishing Jesus’ 

identity as a prophet.  

 

It’s not that Jesus didn’t fulfill the prophetic role with perfection. He 

did. But His greatness superceded Moses and the prophets so 

exceedingly, that it would have diminished the reality of His greatness 

to put Him on the same plane as the prophets, even as the greatest 

prophet. He is so much more than a prophet! 

 

Illus: The difference between Jesus and the prophets is like the 

contrast between the son who came home from war and the mailman 

who carried his letters.  

 

Let me show you two ways that Jesus is incomparably greater than the 

prophets:  

 

1. Jesus is Greater than the Prophets as a Preeminent Son! 
(Heb 1:1-3) 

� preeminent: “of highest rank; outstanding;” to be in a  

category of one’s own.  

 

As the Son of God, Jesus prophetically speaks, yet He is 

infinitely superior to the prophets. 

 

[Hebrews 1:1-3] 

 

Vs. 1—“God after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and many ways...”  

 



Over the course of approximately 1800 years
1
 God spoke to 

our fathers through the mouthpiece of the prophets, revealing 

Himself in many portions and in many ways…” 

 

Vs. 1—the mailmen. They are extremely significant as God has 

revealed Himself to them and through their witness to us; but 

just the mailmen.  

 

 Vs. 2—the Son!  

 
As the Son, He is not just a prophet/messenger speaking 

on behalf of God; He is God Himself speaking.  

As the heir of all things, the Son is owner and executer of 

all. Everything will fall subject to His control.  

As the creator the Son has absolute rights over all things. 

 

And this is the one through whom God now speaks; not 

just a messenger, but His beloved Son. 

 

Vs. 3 is what makes Christmas glorious!  

Let’s break down vs. 3 into 5 rays of glory:  

 

Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory. The brilliance of 

God’s glory is most perfectly seen in Christ. If you 

want to see the glory of God, you must see Christ! 

 

Jesus is the exact representation of God’s nature. He 

is not a mere replica.
2
 He’s the perfect representation of 

God’s nature because He is fully and perfectly God in 

every way—they are one essence.  

 

Jesus upholds all things by the word of His power. He 

not only speaks on behalf of God (like the prophets), 

His word powerfully sustains the universe.  

 

                                                 
1
 MacArthur study Bible: notes on Heb 1:1 (p. 1866). 

2
 A replica is not the original. Jesus is the original eternally co-existing in one 

essence with the Father.  

Jesus made purification of sins. He not only calls 

people to repentance (like the prophets) He personally 

saves sinners. He has the power to make men holy! 

 

Jesus is seated with highest honor, at God’s right 
hand. The book of Hebrews goes on to explain that 

Jesus is worthy of the highest honor exceeding the 

angels, Moses, the Sabbath, the high priesthood, the old 

covenant, and the sacrfices… 

 

So Jesus is greater than the prophets as the 

preeminent—the most worthy—Son!  

 

2. Jesus is Greater than the Prophets as the Preexistent Word 
Incarnate! (John 1:1-5) 

� Preexistent—eternal, without beginning 

� Word—very revelation of God 

� Incarnate—God in the flesh.  

 

At Christmas time we celebrate the most amazing 

miracle of the incarnation—God Himself taking on 

human nature. Without the incarnation (Jesus, the God-

man), there would be no… 

• Perfect life to please God 

• Cross to pay for our sins 

• No resurrection to restore life 

• Mediator 

• No substitution 

• Salvation 

• Reconciliation to God 

• No rescue from damnation  

• No hope of eternal life 

 

What we celebrate at Christmas is not the beginning of 

Jesus’ life. What we celebrate is that the 2
nd

 member of 

the Trinity, God Himself, who has always existed in 

eternity past, became a man; while not diminishing His 

diety in anyway, He became a man  to save sinners.  



 

The role of the prophets, was to speak God’s word to the 

people. They spoke on behalf of God, “Thus saith the Lord,” 

revealing God’s character, will, and ways.  

 

But according to John 1 Jesus is the physical manifestation of 

God. He is the perfect revelation as God Himself living among 

men.  

 

[John 1:1-5] gives us 7 awe-inspiring insights into the glory of Jesus:  

 

1. The baby Jesus born in a manger has always eternally 

existed.  

 

“In the beginning was the Word…” (vs. 1) 

 

He is without beginning because He was in the beginning, 

existing before the creation of the world. when there was 

nothing in existence other than God, Jesus, the Word was.
3
 

 

 

2. The baby Jesus born in a manger is the perfect revelation 

of God.  

 

“In the beginning was the Word…” (vs. 1) 

 

Jesus is the full disclosure of all that God is. He is “the final 

and decisive message of God”
4
 “full of grace and truth” (vs. 

14). Vs. 17 emphasizes that Moses gave us the law, but Jesus is 

the substance and reality of God’s grace and truth.  

 

3. The baby Jesus born in a manger has perfect fellowship 

with the Father. 

 

                                                 
3
 He uses here the exact same phrase that begins the Greek translation of Genesis: 

“In the beginning.” 
4
 John Piper, 9-21-08 sermon, John 1:1-3 

“In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with 

God.” (vs. 1) 

 

Eternal, deep, intimate, face-to-face fellowship
5
 between the 

Father and the Son that was only interrupted on the cross when 

Jesus uttered these horrific words: “My God, My God, why 

have you forsaken Me” as He took upon Himself the hell we 

deserved for our sin. 

 

4. The baby Jesus born in a manger is God Himself. 

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God.” (vs. 1) 

 

Here we see Jesus as a distinct member of the Trinity. He was 

with God (distinct from the Father) yet at the same time was 

God (in total and perfect unity with the Father).  

 

It could be no more clearly stated: “The Word was God!” 

 

5. The baby Jesus born in a manger is the Creator of the 

universe.  

 

“All things came into being through Him and apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being.”
6
 (vs. 3) 

 

                                                 
5
 The word John used for “with” (pros) is more intentional than to just say that the 

Jesus was in God’s presence or vicinity. The primary translation of the word is “to.” 

It gives the sense of deep, intimate, face-to-face fellowship. 
6
 This verse has incredible implications. Not only is Jesus the Creator (along with the 

Father and Holy Spirit), but He Himself is clearly not a created being because John 

clarifies that all created things, without exception, were from Him. That excludes 

Jesus Himself from the possibility of being a created being. The only other option is 

for Him to be an eternally existing being which is where John began: “In the 

beginning was the Word!” Verse 3 is a helpful apologetic when defending the deity 

of Jesus to J.W.’s and Muslims who argue that vs. 1 is a mistranslation and that Jesus 

was merely the first of created beings (Col 1:15 does not mean that Jesus was the 

first created being but that He is the firstborn [executer; inheritor; authority] over 

creation, referring to His status as Creator). 



6. The baby Jesus born in a manger is the source and giver of 

life. 

 

“In Him was life and the life was the Light of men (vs. 4). 

 
1John 5:11-13: “…God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 

His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the 

Son of God does not have the life. These things I have written to you 

who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 

 
He’s not just the mailman. He’s the messenger and the message and the 

fulfillment of the message.  

 

7. The baby Jesus born in a manger the triumphant light of 

the world.  

 

“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

comprehend it.” (Vs. 5) 

 

The grk verb katelaben which many translations render 

comprehend, also means “to overpower.” In fact, every other 

time John uses the word katelaben, it has the sense of 

overcoming. So vs. 5 could be read, “The Light shines in the 

darkness but the darkness did not overcome it.”  

 

Jesus died at the hands of sinful men, yet their darkness did not 

overcome Him. Rather He overcame our darkness by rising 

again to conquer sin, death.  

 

This is the glory of Christmas: Jesus the eternal living Word of God, 

has come in the flesh to make men holy through His death and 

resurrection. This is the glory of Christmas, that as many as receive 

Him, to them He gives the right to become children of God as they 

believe on His name (John 1:12).  

 

Enter into the glory of Christmas. Turn you heart to Jesus, the only 

mediator who can turn the glory of God from dread to joy. Don’t 

imagine that there is any other way. He must make you holy if you 

will stand before a holy God with joy, uncondemned.  

 

2 Cor 5:21—“” 

 

Communion: 


